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To  His  W7orship  the  Mayor,  the  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Whitehaven. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

The  vital  statistics  which  open  this  Report  may  be  re¬ 
garded  generally  as  satisfactory;  they  are  accompanied  by 
comment  wherever  necessary.  For  the  most  part  the  record  is 
one  of  the  continuing  demands  of  housing  matters  on  the 
time  of  the  public  health  inspectors  and  the  routine  duties  of 
inspection  and  supervision  in  other  fields.  In  preventive 
medicine  effective  work  is  apt  to  be  unattended  by  rousing 
incident  with  the  consequence  that,  as  here,  there  may  be 
little  of  unusual  interest  to  report.  Nevertheless  the  volume 
and  variety  of  items  dealt  with  by  a  small  staff  in  the  course 
of  a  year  is  considerable,  and  the  comprehensive  report  of  the 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  merits  attention. 

But  for  a  Mass  X-ray  street  survey,  which  is  described 
later,  the  year  followed  a  pedestrian  course  in  medical  matters 
falling  within  the  scope  of  the  medical  officer’s  review. 
Fortune,  good  or  ill,  plays  its  part  each  year  and  none  of  the 
epidemic  turbulences  which  affected  other  areas,  notable 
among  them  smallpox,  struck  the  town.  If  dullness  is  the 
price  of  tranquillity  we  may  well  be  content  to  take  note  of 
an  uneventful  year.  They  are  infrequent  enough  and  there  is 
thus  no  apology  for  the  brevity  of  this  introduction.  There 
remains,  however,  the  pleasure  of  acknowledging  the  agree¬ 
able  assistance  of  other  members  of  the  Council’s  staff  in  all 
manner  of  things  and  the  close  and  willing  attention  given 
to  all  matters  of  report  by  the  Members  of  the  Health  and 
Housing  Committee. 

I  am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

I.  N.  DOBSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 

STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 


I.— General  Statistics. 

Area  of  Borough  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  4,315 

Population  (Registrar-General's  estimate,  mid¬ 
year,  1962)  ...  .  27,610 

Population,  Census  1961  .  27,541 

Persons  per  acre  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6.5 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1952-63,  accord¬ 
ing  to  rate  books  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,883 

Rateable  Value  1st  April,  1963  ...  ...  £864,761 

Estimated  Product  of  a  Penny  rate,  1963-64  ...  £3,410 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

(a)  Number  of  legitimate  live  births  ...  574 

Number  of  illegitimate  live  births  27  (4.7%) 


Total  live  births  ...  . .  ...  601 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  21.8 

Adjusted  Birth  Rats  per  1,000  of  population  20.9 

(b)  Number  of  legitimate  still  births  ...  12 

Number  of  illegitimate  still  births  ...  1 


Total  still  births  ...  ...  . ..  ...  13 


Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  21.2 


DEATHS. 

(a)  Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1  year) 

Legitimate  infants  ...  ...  •••  ...  14 

Illegitimate  infants  ...  ...  1 


Total  infant  deaths  ...  ...  ...  . . .  15 


Infant  Morality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  24.9 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 

legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  ...  24.4 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live  births  •••  •••  37.0 

(b)  Neo-Natal  mortality  rate  (death  under  4 

weeks  per  1,000  total  live  births)  ...  21.6 

(c)  Early  Neo-Na'al  mortality  rate  (deaths 


under  1  week  per  1,000  'total  live  births)  14.9 
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(d)  Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still  births  and 

deaths  under  one  week  per  1,000 

total  live  and  still  births)  .  35.8 

(e)  Maternal  mortality  (including  abortion)  Nil. 

(f)  Deaths  at  all  ages  ...  ...  ...  ...  310 

Crude  decrth  rate  per  1,000  of  population  11.2 

Adjusted  death  rate  per  1,000  of  population  12.6 


Statistics  for  the  Borough  are  shown  in  relation  to  those 
of  the  County  and  England  and  Wales  in  Table  i. 


TABLE  1. 

Comparative  Statistics. 


Birth 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

Whitehaven 

Borough 

...  21.8 

11.2 

24.9 

Cumberland 

(Administrative  County) 

...  18.3 

12.2 

26.4 

England  and 

Wales 

...  18.0 

11.9 

21.6 

The  crude  rates  given  in  Table  i  are  satisfactory,  having 

regard  to  the  comparability  of  the  population  sizes.  Subse¬ 
quent  tables'  show  the  corrected  rates. 


TABLE  2. 
Birth  Rates. 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 
population  : 


Year 

Number  of  Births 

Whitehaven 

England  &  Wales 

1958 

526 

20.1 

16.4 

1959 

555 

20.3 

16.5 

1960 

568 

20.6 

17.1 

1961 

537 

18.9 

17.4 

1962 

601 

20.9 

18.0. 

Nineteen  sixty  one  was  an  odd  year  in  which  the  birth 
rate  was  unaccountably  low;  in  1962  it  resumed  a  more 
normal  level  for  the  District. 
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Table  3 

shows  death  rates 

over  the  past 

five  years 

TABLE  3. 

Death 

Rates 

Year 

Number  of  Deaths 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 
population  : 

Whitehaven  England  <5  Wales 

1958 

306 

13.8 

11.7. 

1959 

323 

14.0 

11.6 

1960 

283 

12.5 

11.5 

1961 

322 

13.7 

12.0 

1962 

310 

12.6 

11.9 

Ac  a  time  when  national  death  rates  for  heart  conditions 
and  cancer  are  tending  to>  increase  those  for  Whitehaven  were 
reduced.  There  was  only  one  death  from  tuberculosis,  and 
none  from  other  infectious  causes.  Bronchitis  aeain  contri- 
butes  little  to  the  causes  of  death. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths.  The  maternal  mortality 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1962  was  0.35  per  1,000  total 
live  and  still  births. 

TABLE  4. 

Infant  Death  Rate 


Year 

Number  of 

Infant  Deaths 

Death  Rate  per 
Whitehaven 

1,000  live  births  : 
England  &  Wales 

1958 

23 

44 

23 

1959 

14 

25 

22 

1960 

19 

33 

22 

1961 

14 

26 

21 

1962 

15 

25 

22 

Prematurity  continues  to  be  the  largest  single  cause  of 
the  loss  of  infant  life  and  accounted  for  half  of  the  infant 
mortality.  Altogether,  11  of  the  15  deaths  were  associated 
with  the  birth  or  some  congenital  defect. 
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TABLE  5. 
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Cancer  Mortality. 

There  were  38  deaths  from  cancer,  the  primary  sites  of 
the  disease  being  shown  in  Table  6,  while  in  Table  7  are 
given  death  rates  for  the  Borough  and  England  and  Wales. 


TABLE  6. 

Deaths  from  Cancer. 


Location  of  Disease 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Stomach 

5 

7 

12 

Colon  and  Rectum 

4 

2 

6 

Lung  and  Bronchus 

.  _  3 

— 

3 

Breast 

.  — 

7 

7 

Uterus 

— 

2 

2 

Other  sites 

6 

2 

8 

18 

20 

38 

At  about  two  thirds  of  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales, 
cancer  mortality  was  unusually  low.  The  very  small  number 
of  lung  cancer  deaths  was  largely  responsible  for  the  contin¬ 
uation  of  this  trend  which  seems  to  be  well  established  in 
Whitehaven  no  matter  how  the  number  of  deaths  from  any 
particular  form  of  cancer  may  vary  from  year  to  year. 

TABLE  7. 

Cancer  Death  Rates 


Annual  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 
population  : 


Year 

Number  of  Deaths 

Whitehaven 

England  &  Wales 

1958 

40 

1.53 

2.12 

1959 

46 

1.75 

2.14 

1960 

41 

1.55 

2.16 

1961 

46 

1.69 

2.16 

1962 

38 

1.38 

2.18 
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TABLE  8. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1962. 
Registrar-Generars  Classification 


Males 


Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ...  1 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ...  ...  — 

Syphilitic  Disease  ...  ...  ...  — 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Measles  •  •  •  •  •  •  • .  •  •  •  •  — 

Other  infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  — 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  ...  5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung  and  Bronchus  3 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 
Other  Malignant  &  Lymphatic  Neoplasms  10 
Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  ...  ...  — 


Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  19 
Coronary  Disease,  Angina  ...  ...  29 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ...  7 

Other  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  12 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  ...  ...  6 

Influenza 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  3 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ...  3 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ...  — 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ...  ...  1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  •  •  •  •  •  •  1 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  ...  — 

Congenital  Malformations  ...  •  •  •  1 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  28 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  , .  4 

Suicide  ...  ...  •  •  •  •  ■  •  — 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

Adi  Other  Accidents  ...  •  •  •  •  •  •  3 


Females 


7 

7 

2 

4 

1 

2 

30 

16 

6 

10 

12 

4 

2 


1 

4 

38 


7 


Total  (all  Causes) 


157  153 


310 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

(a)  Staff. 

There  were  no  changes  m  staff  during  the  year. 

(b)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Use  is  made  of  the  bacteriological  facilities  at  White- 

C/ 

haven  Hospital  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  R.  Dailachy,  and 
of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  the  Cumberland 
Infirmary  directed  by  Dr.  D.  G.  Davies.  Analytical  services 
are  provided  by  Messrs.  Ruddock  and  Sherratt,  Public 
Analysts,  Warrington. 

(c)  Local  Health  Authority  Services. 

Medical  services  provided  under  Part  III  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Cumberland 
County  Council.  Information  about  the  provision  of  Home 
Nursing,  Home  Helps,  Immunisation  and  other  services  is 
available  at  the  office  of  the  Senior  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officer,  Area  Health  Office,  Flatt  Walks,  Whitehaven. 

Clinics  are  held  as  follows :  — 

Type  of  Clinic  Flatt  Walks  Mirehouse 

School  Clinic  ...  Wed.  10-11  a.m. 

Child  Welfare  ...  Tue.  2-4  p.m.  Tue.  2-4  p.m 

Ante-Natal  ...  Fri.  2-4  p.m.  Wed.  2-4  p.m 

Dental  . . .  Daily  9-30  a.m.  — 

Attendance  at  the  consultant  and  other  special  clinics 
at  Flatt  Walks  is  by  appointment  only.  Sessions  are  held 
as  follows;  paediatric,  ophthalmic,  ear,  nose  and  throat,  orth¬ 
opaedic,  child  guidance,  speech  therapy,  hearing  assessment 
and  training,  and  chiropody.  Orthoptic  treatment  is  given 
at  Whitehaven  Hospital. 

The  Training  Centre,  Flatt  Walks,  has  65  places  for 
subnormal  children. 


Woodhouse 

Wed.  2-4  p.m. 
Mon.  2-4  p.m. 
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(d)  Hospital  Services. 

Facilities  provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  in¬ 
clude  Whitehaven  Hospital,  Flatt  Walks:  120  beds,  Gen¬ 
eral  hospital  services,  except  for  medical,  orthopaedic  and 
psychiatric  cases  which  are  now  admitted  to  the  West  Cum¬ 
berland  Hospital. 

The  first  stage  of  the  new  West  Cumberland  Hospital 
at  Hensingham  was  completed  and  brought  into  use  in 
December,  1959.  The  accommodation  available  so  far  in¬ 
cludes  60  geriatric,  24  medical,  20  psychiatric  and  60  ortho¬ 
paedic  beds. 

Homewood  Annexe  has  41  beds  for  tuberculosis  and 
diseases  of  the  chest. 

The  Hollins,  Hensingham:  31  beds  Pre-convalescent 
surgical  cases  with  a  small  number  of  ante-natal  beds. 

Galemire,  Cleator  Moor :  24  beds  for  the  chronic  sick. 

The  Chest  Clinic  serving  the  area  is  at  St.  Bridget’ s 
Lane,  Egremont. 

Part  ill  hospital  accommodation  is  available  in  Meadow 
View  House,  Whitehaven  (28  beds)  by  joint  user  agreement 
with  Cumberland  County  Council. 

(e)  National  Assistance  Acts. 

No  enforcement  action  was  taken  during  the  year  to 
secure  proper  care  and  attention  for  the  elderly  and  chronic 
sick. 


SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

A  report  by  the  Chief  Public  Health  inspector  on  the 

work  of  the  year  has  been  submitted  and  will  be  found  at 

✓ 

the  end  of  this  report. 
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Section  D. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Notifications,  other  than  those  of  tuberculosis,  are  shown 
in  Table  9. 

TABLE  9. 

Infectious  Disease  Notifications, 


Disease 

No.  of  cases 

Notified 

Died 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

_ 

Erysipelas 

.  ,  ,  , 

1 

— 

Measles 

333 

— 

Pneumonia 

6 

— 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

... 

9 

— 

As  may  be  seen  from  Table  9  notified  infectious  disease 
was  minimal  except  for  the  occurrence  of  measles  on  a  large 
scale. 


An  unusual  case  of  encephalitis  in  a  Whitehaven  child, 
notified  to  another  Authority  as  a  result  of  admission  to  a 
hospital  outside  the  district,  came  to  light  at  the  time  of  the 
1962  smallpox  epidemic  originating  with  travellers  from 
Pakistan  to  the  U.K.  This  led  to  unprecedented  demands 
for  smallpox  vaccination  throughout  the  country,  not  sur¬ 
prisingly  since,  following  the  five  imported  cases,  62  indige¬ 
nous  cases  arose. 

There  were  no  contacts  known  in  Whitehaven  and  no 
official  encouragement  of  mdiscnmate  vaccination.  The 
number  of  vaccinations  went  up  all  the  same,  at  the  insistence 
of  persons  prodded  into  activity  by  the  presence  of  smallpox 
many  miles  distant. 

A  five  year  old  girl  was  one  of  those  vaccinated.  She 
had  a  normal  response  a  week  later,  two  davs  after  which  she 
developed  undoubted  chicken-pox;  within  a  fortnight  of 
vaccination  she  had  encephalitis  and  was  seriously  ill.  Follow¬ 
ing  numerous  investigations  it  was  concluded  that  the  en¬ 
cephalitis  was  a  complication  of  the  combined  infection,  from 
which  she  fortunately  recovered 
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Vaccination  carried  out  at  the  right  time  as  a  considered 
procedure  carries  very  little  risk.  The  dangers  attendant 
upon  widespread  vaccination  of  an  unselected  population  are 
underlined  by  the  figures  for  vaccinations  in  1962  which 
were  more  than  ten  times  as  much  as  in  a  normal  year  and 
reached  a  total  of  over  six  millions.  These  led  to  274  cases 
of  complications  reported,  and  17  of  those  known  to  be  af¬ 
fected  died. 

There  must  of  course  always  be  occasions  on  which 
vaccination  or  re-vaccination  becomes  unexpectedly  necessary. 
Since  re-vaccination  is  much  safer  than  the  first  vaccination 
over  the  age  of  two  years,  this  episode  is  a  reminder  of  the 
advisability  of  vaccination  in  infancy,  a  time  when  it  causes 
little  or  no  discomfort. 

Food  Poisoning. 

Only  one  case  was  notified,  an  isolated  instance  of  a 
salmonella  type  of  infection  which  laboratory  investigation 
failed  to  identify.  Enquiries  as  to  the  possible  source  of 
infection  were  equally  abortive. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Notifications  in  1962  were  received  as  follows:  — 


TABLE  10. 

Tuberculosis  Notifications. 


Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Total 

Male 

8 

1 

9 

Female 

11 

1 

12 

Total 

19 

2 

21 

— 

— 

— 

While  there  was  an  overall  increase  of  4  on  the  previous 
year’s  notifications  there  was  a  proportionately  greater  increase 
in  the  figure  for  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs.  This  was  due,  in 
part  at  least,  to  the  success  of  a  special  Mass  X-ray  survey  in 
detecting  the  largest  number  of  new  cases  found  bv  this 
method  since  1956. 
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TABLE  11. 

Tuberculosis  Incidence. 
Notifications  per  100,000  of  the  Population. 


Respiratory  : 

Year  Whitehaven.  England  & 

Wales. 

Non-Respiratory  : 

Whitehaven.  England  <S 
Wales. 

1957 

108 

64 

15 

8 

1958 

65 

59 

4 

8 

1959 

60 

57 

— 

7 

1960 

72 

47 

4 

6 

1951 

48 

45 

15 

6 

1962 

69 

39 

7 

6 

As  is  well  known  hereabouts,  the  Mass  X-ray  Unit  has 
an  extraordinarily  successful  record  in  Whitehaven,  having 
discovered  more  than  a  quarter  of  all  new  respiratory  cases 
since  it  began  operating  in  1952.  In  common  with  Mass 
Radiography  Units  throughout  the  country  it  has  neverthe¬ 
less  found  proportionately  fewer  cases  in  recent  years.  The 
reduction  in  tuberculosis  generallv  has  led  to  the  trial  of  new 
approaches  to  keep  the  Mass  Radiography  Service  employed 
as  effectively  as  possible. 


A  variation  on  a  method  used  previously  in  West  Cum¬ 
berland  was  tried  in  the  latter  half  of  the  year  when  two 
weeks  were  given  to  a  street-by-street  survey  in  the  town. 
Hitherto  the  assistance  of  voluntary  workers  has  been  enlisted 
to  raise  interest  and  to  publicise  the  presence  of  the  Unit. 
On  this  occasion  a  programme  of  street  halts  was  drawn  up, 
advance  notice  of  which  was  sent  by  post  to  all  householders 
together  with  a  covering  letter.  The  letter  explained  briefly 
the  aims  of  Mass  X-ray,  and  invited  everyone  over  fifteen 
years  of  age  to  have  a  chest  film.  The  actual  arrival  of  the 
Unit  at  a  particular  point  was  announced  over  a  loudspeaker. 


At  first  sight  the  total  attendance  of  3,259  was  disap¬ 
pointing,  although  this  included  a  useful  43%  who  had  never 
previously  been  X-rayed.  These  figures  apply  of  course  to 
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a  town  which  has  had  numerous  opportunities  for  Mass  X-ray 
where,  indeed,  the  total  of  nearly  35,000  examinations  in 
eleven  years  now  considerably  exceeds  the  number  of  persons 
who  have  been  of  an  age  to  be  examined  during  that  time. 
Nor,  despite  careful  planning,  did  the  time  available  for  the 
survey  allow  much  opportunity  for  all  shift  workers  to  attend. 

The  findings  were  sufficient  to  justify  the  deployment 
of  the  Unit  in  this  way.  Five  new  active  cases  of  tuberculosis 
were  found,  two  cases  of  cancer  of  the  lung,  nineteen  of 
pneumoconiosis  and  a  number  of  chest  conditions  of  lesser 
importance,  Futhermore,  four  of  those  found  to  have  tuber¬ 
culosis  had  not  previously  been  examined  by  X-ray. 

Another  variation  on  previous  practice  in  Whitehaven 
was  the  adoption  of  a  weekly  static  X-ray  session,  the  Unit 
standing  at  a  central  point  for  three  hours  on  the  same  day 
each  week  from  May  onwards.  While  all  members  of  the 
public  were  welcomed  for  examination  the  aim  was  predom¬ 
inantly  to  give  general  practitioners  an  opportunity  to  get 
any  of  their  patients  with  chest  symptoms  X-rayed  simply 
and  quickly  wihout  appointment.  The  value  of  this  method, 
even  in  patients  with  no  obvious  need  for  an  X-ray,  is  well 
known  and  deserves  fuller  use.  As  it  was,  in  the  first  experi¬ 
mental  eight  months  to  the  end  of  the  year,  783  persons  had 
been  examined,  of  whom  almost  half  had  been  advised  by 
their  doctors  to  attend.  The  findings  included  one  case  of 
tuberculosis,  two  of  cancer  of  the  lung  and  eight  of  pneumoc¬ 
oniosis. 

Altogether  the  year’s  total  of  4,042  examinations  yielded 
6  cases  of  tuberculosis.  The  rate  of  1.5  cases  per  1,000  exam¬ 
inations  is  a  worth  while  achievement.  In  addition,  4  cases 
of  lung  cancer  were  discovered,  emphasizing  the  value  of 
Mass  X-ray  in  this  field.  It  is  a  reminder  that  lung  cancer 
has,  in  most  cases,  been  giving  rise  to  symptoms  for  five  to 
eight  months  before  a  surgeon  is  consulted.  X-ray,  by  in¬ 
dicating  patients  who  yet  have  no  symptoms  and  those  with 
early  symptoms,  offers  the  best  chance  of  detecting  cancer  in 
its  early  stages  when  treatment  may  yet  be  effective. 
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TABLE  12. 

Mass  X-ray  Statistics. 


New  active  cases 

Notifications 

Year 

Number  X-rayed 

discovered  by  X-ray 

during  year 

1952 

3,513 

11 

23 

1953 

3,352 

13 

44 

1954 

3,396 

10 

28 

1955 

3,961 

18 

37 

1956 

3,974 

10 

41 

1957 

2,900 

2 

28 

1958 

1,500 

1 

17 

1959 

2,785 

• 

3 

16 

1950 

2,743 

2 

19 

1961 

2517 

4 

13 

1962 

4,042 

6 

19 

Total 

34  483 

80 

285 

B.C.G. 

V  acclnaticn. 

Table  1 2 

shows  the  changi 

ng  situation 

in  relation  to 

B.C.G 

vaccination  in  Whitehaven. 

TABLE 

13. 

B.C.G. 

Vaccination. 

No.  of 

children 

No.  <&  %age 

No.  &  %age 

No. 

No. 

eligible 

of  parents 

No 

Mantoux 

Mantoux 

given 

Year 

for  test 

consenting 

tested  positive 

negative 

B.C.G. 

1955  .. 

.  454 

371  (82%) 

362 

124  (34%) 

238 

231 

1956  .. 

.  434 

324  (75%) 

315 

149  (47%) 

166 

160 

1957  .. 

.  446 

332  (75%) 

325 

111  (34%) 

214 

212 

1958  .. 

.  547 

409  (75%) 

382 

129  (34%) 

253 

251 

1959  .. 

.  433 

307  (71%) 

296 

88  (30%) 

208 

208 

i960  .. 

.  549 

445  (81%) 

•  428 

91  (21%) 

316 

315 

1961  .. 

.  609 

467  (77%) 

437 

89  (20%) 

348 

326 

1962  .. 

.  558 

433  (79%) 

414 

69  (17%) 

297 

294 
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Ultimately  the  repetition  of  old  figures  loses  all  interest 
and  their  value  merely  as  a  record  of  work  done  over  the  years 
is  limited.  Nevertheless  the  progress  of  B.C.G.  vaccination 
since  its  inception  has  again  been  shown.  It  demonstrates  the 
fall  in  the  number  of  children  who  have  been  positively  ex¬ 
posed  to  tuberculosis  as  shown  by  the  Mantoux  Test  from 
34%  to  17%  ,  exactly  halving  the  number  in  eight  years. 

Admittedly,  17%  is  still  a  high  level  of  exposure  to  in¬ 
fection  but  it  is  the  rate  of  improvement  rather  than  the 
actual  figure  which  is  significant.  During  this  time  the 
number  of  children  coming  forward  for  skin  testing  has 
hovered  around  the  75%  to  80%  level  and  it  may  be  noted 
that  the  County  Council’s  School  Health  Service,  despite 
occasional  difficulties  through  the  inevitable  absentees,  has 
succeeded  as  a  rule  in  immunising  a  very  high  proportion  of 
those  found  to  be  suitable  for  B.C.G.  protection. 

In  some  fortunate  areas  the  danger  of  contracting  tuber¬ 
culosis  is  now  negligible.  It  is  extremely  unlikely  that  that 
will  be  the  case  in  Whitehaven  for  some  years  to  come;  the 
roots  are  too  deep.  The  measures  described  in  these  reports 
in  recent  years,  namely  ready  facilities  for  early  diagnosis  and 
treatment,  protection  of  schoolchildren,  elimination  of  tuber¬ 
culous  cattle  and  milk,  improved  housing  and  nutrition  are 
nevertheless  exerting  a  steady  effect. 

Mention  has  been  made  in  earlier  reports  also  of  the 
declining  value  of  the  tuberculosis  death  rate  as  a  guide  to 
the  state  of  tuberculosis  in  small  populations.  The  point 
has  been  reached  in  my  view  at  which  they  are  of  no  partic¬ 
ular  value  in  Whitehaven  and  no  table  of  tuberculosis  deaths 
has  been  included  in  this  report.  Deaths  attributable  to 
tuberculosis  continue  to  be  shown  in  the  Registrar-General’s 
summary  of  causes  of  death  in  Table  8. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 


INSPECTOR 


Public  Health  Department, 
53,  Duke  Street , 
WHITEHAVEN. 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

WHITEHAVEN. 

Sir, 

1  wish  to  submit  my  twelth  annual  report  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1962. 

The  report  is  given  in  the  same  form  as  in  previous  years 
as  this  method  has  been  found  to  be  most  convenient. 

The  year  has  been  one  of  steady  progress  unmarked  by 
any  spectacular  advances  in  any  field.  Once  again  Housing, 
with  its  many  issues  from  trivial  complaints  and  repair, 
closing  or  demolition,  has  been  the  greatest  problem  and  has 
taken  up  most  time.  The  numbers  of  slum  houses  steadily 
decreased  and  the  examples  now  remaining,  beacuse  of  their 
comparatively  better  condition,  may  pose  a  problem.  Many 
of  these  remaining  unfit  dwellings  are  owner-occupied  and 
the  decorative  condition  is  so  improved  that  the  true  picture 
is  obscured.  A  greater  interest  has  been  shown  by  owner- 
occupiers  in  the  possibilities  of  grant  aided  improvements  but 
comparatively  few  are  carried  through  to  a  satisfactory  con¬ 
clusion.  I  am  still  of  the  opinion  that  any  house  without  the 
five  standard  amenities  should  be  deemed  to  be  unfit  but 
doubtless  the  acceptance  of  this  generally  would  prove  an 
embarrassment  over  the  whole  country. 

The  standards  in  the  food  trade  appear  to  have  been 
maintained  although  improvements  can  still  be  made  with 
co-operation.  1  he  handling  of  cakes  with  the  bare  fingers, 
and  the  uncovered  heads  of  both  sexes  in  food  shops  are  merely 
two  points  where,  in  spite  of  appeals,  I  can  report  nol  progress. 
The  sheer  apathy  of  food  handlers  (or  their  employers  ! )  on 
this  subject  is  difficult  to  understand. 

The  100%  inspection  of  all  meat  and  offals  has  been 
maintained  in  the  two  slaughterhouses  in  spite  of  difficult 
hours  and  often  Sunday  work.  Water,  milk  and  ice  cream 
have  all  been  satisfactory  during  the  year. 
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Section  A. 

HOUSING. 

NEW  BUILDINGS: — One  hundred  and  three  dwelling- 
houses  were  completed  by  the  Corporation  during  the  year 
and  32  were  under  construction  on  31st  December,  1962. 
Fifty-three  dwelhnghouses  were  completed  by  private  builders 
and  66  were  under  construction  on  31st  December. 

DISPLACEMENTS : — Seventy-seven  families  were  re¬ 
moved  from  unfit  dwelhnghouses  and  rehoused  in  Corpora¬ 
tion  owned  dwellings.  This  number  is  an  improvement  on 
last  year’s  figure  and  constitutes  a  fair  percentage  of  new 
construction. 

PROCEDURE :  — The  method  of  closing  down  these  unfit 
dwellings  varied  according  to' circumstances.  Thirty-seven 
houses  were  vacated  following  individual  action.  (Housing 
Act,  1937.  (16)):  thirty-two  were  drawn  from  Confirmed 
Clearance  Areas :  three  were  houses  closed  after  informal 
agreement  had  been  reached  with  the  owners,  and  five  were 
owned  bv  the  Corporation  at  the  time  of  vacation. 

REPAIRS :  — A  large  number  of  repairs  to  dwellinghouses 
are  carried  out  by  an  informal  approach  to  house  owners. 
It  is  rare  today  to  meet  with  opposition  on  this  score  and  it 
was  not  necessary  to  invoke  Housing  Act  powers  to  have 
these  repairs  carried  out.  Considerable  difficulties  however 
are  experienced  by  the  unwillingness  or  inability  of  builders 
to  expedite  repairs  on  low  rented  properties  and  long  delays 
are  often  encountered  over  the  simplest  of  repair  jobs.  The 
reason  for  this  is  not  far  to  seek  but  the  solution  is  nowhere 
in  sight. 

IM PROVEMENTS : — A  considerable  amount  of  time  and 
energy  has  been  devoted  to  this  subject  with  so  far  disap¬ 
pointing  results  m  spite  of  the  enquiries  dealt  with.  There 
appears,  even  after  clear  explanations,  to  be  a  feeling  among 
some  enquirers,  that  there  must  be  a  “catch”  in  any  scheme 
where  money  is  offered,  as  a  gift.  Thus,  only  a  small  percent¬ 
age  of  inquiries  end  in  practical  improvements  being  effected. 
The  interest  of  owners  of  houses  let  at  a  rent  is  nil. 
Twenty-four  applications  were  received,  three  withdrawn  by 
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the  applicants,  three  refused  by  the  Corporation  and  five 
completed  Nine  cases  from  previous  years  were  also  com- 
pleted.  making  a  total  of  fourteen  houses  improved  by  grant 
aid  during  the  year — a  disappointing  result. 

REDEVELOPMENT  :  — The  demolition  of  slum  property 
in  the  George  Street  and  Harbour  areas  was  nearly  completed 
by  the  end  of  the  year  and  the  erection  of  flats  continued. 
These  three-storeyed  dwellings  with  their  southern  aspect 
and  convenient  position  have  proved  very;  much  in  demand. 

OVERCROWDING : — No  figures  can  be  given  without  a 
survey  but  from  routine  work  it  is  obvious  that  little  or  no 
overcrowding  exists.  Many  houses  are  still  occupied  by 
more  than  one  family  (usually  due  to  sons  or  daughters 
marrying  and  continuing  to  live  on  in  the  parental  home) 
and  this  state  of  aflairs  is  likely  to  be  with  us  for  a  long  time. 

RENT  ACT ,  1957: — This  Act  continues  to  arouse  little 
interest  in  the  district.  No  cases  of  evictions  have  come  to 
light  and  few  landlords  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to 
increase  rents.  No  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair 
were  issued  during  the  year. 

CARAVANS:—  The  need  for  caravans  as  homes  is  still 
with  us  and  the  Corporation’s  site  at  Woodhouse,  on  which 
there  are  forty-six  vans,  continues  to  be  full.  The  vans  are 
occupied  by  young  married  persons  who  after  two  or  three 
years  either  find  houses  or  are  rehoused  by  the  Corporation. 
No  change  has  taken  place  over  the  year  and  proposals  for 
the  improvement  of  the  site  have  not  yet  been  commenced. 
The  re-development  of  land  in  the  Quay  Street  and  Market 
areas  has  necessitated  the  Chartered  Fair  vans  occupying 
portions  of  the  Strand  and  Dock  area  for  short  periods,  and  a 
small  number  of  residential  vans  are  sited  on  a  parcel  of  land 
at  Moresby  Road  until  such  time  as  plots  can  be  offered  at 
Woodhouse,  or  the  occupiers  absorbed  into  the  community 
by  re-housing. 

Itinerant  traders  from  time  to  time  also  occupy  the  Moresby 
Road  site,  leaving  the  usual  rubbish  behind  them. 

Numerous  visits  were  paid  to  all  caravan  sites  and  no 
serious  nuisances  arose. 
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RECORD  OF  INSPECTIONS 


Accumulations 

38 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

46 

Bakehouses 

65 

Caravans 

. . .  243 

Drainage  works  . 

3 

Drains  tested 

17 

Drains  inspected 

82 

Drains  repaired 

43 

Disinfestations 

18 

Factories 

...  106 

Fish  Friers 

34 

Food  shops 

.  .  %  .  .  * 

. . .  450 

Food  Preparers 

...  ... 

73 

Housing  Acts 

. . .  565 

Ice  Cream  premises 

108 

Infectious  Disease  Inquiries 

4 

.  .  .  X 

Infectious  Disease  Fumigations 

...  ... 

1 

Interview  with  owners/occupiers 

. .  726 

Licensed  premises 

...  ... 

72 

Marine  stores 

15 

Milk  shops  and  dairies 

27 

Outworkers 

1 

Overcrowding 

12 

Pet  Animals  Act 

5 

Public  Health  Act 

481 

Rag  Flock  Act 

4 

Rent  Act,  1957  . 

5 

Rodent  Control 

..  128 

Repairs  revisits 

30 

Restaurants 

...  ... 

47 

Slaughterhouses 

920 

Swimming  Baths 

10 

Verminous  premises 

... 

1 

Vessels  in  harbour 

82 

Water  Samples 

...  .  •  •  - 

15 

Miscellaneous 

... 

..  379 

Total 

4,858 
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REPAIRS  AND  IMPROVEMENTS 


Accumulations  removed 

.  10 

Chimney  stack/flues  repaired 

.  9 

Drains  cleared 

.  27 

Drains  repaired  or  renewed 

.  19 

Dustbins  provided 

.  30 

Eavesgutters  repaired 

.  25 

External  walls  repaired 

.  18 

Floors  repaired 

.  25 

Flushing  cisterns  repaired 

.  17 

Gullies  repaired/renewed 

.  ...  15 

Houses  Disinfested 

.  4 

Houses  Fumigated 

.  6 

Rain  water  pipes  renewed 

.  ...  26 

Roofs  repaired 

.  17 

Sinks  provided 

.  18 

W.C.  pans  fixed 

.  29 

Wall  and  ceiling  plaster  renewed 

.  28 

Windows  repaired/renewed 

.  18 

Total  341 

Section  E, 

FOOD. 

I.  Food  premises  in  the  district  number  220. 

11(a).  Premises  registered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Ice  cream  (sale  and  storage) 

.  70 

Potted,  pickled,  preserved  food 

(Meat 

products,  Fish  cakes  etc.) 

. .  18 

Fried  Fish  Shop: 

.  9 

11(b).  Dairies  and  Milk  Supply. 

All  milk  sold  within  the  Borough 

is  Tuberculin  Tested, 

Pasteurised  or  Sterilised  and  eighteen 

persons  are  registered 
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as  dairymen.  Licences  are  issued  by  the  County  Council  but 
supervision  and  inspection  of  premises  is  carried  out  by  this 
department.  Practically  all  milk  sold  is  bottled  in  large 
establishments  outside  the  district  and  merely  distributed  by 
the  dairymen.  The  day  of  the  small  individual  bottling 
establishment  seems  over  and  doubtless  the  large  plants  can 
be  operated  more  efficiently. 

Sampling  was  carried  out  from  time  to  time  and  results 
were  satisfactory. 

III.  Food  shops  and  premises  processing  or  handling  food 
or  drink  were  inspected  by  a  comprehensive  survey  during 
the  year,  this  being  the  first  occasion  when  a  total  survey 
could  be  carried  out. 

The  standard  generally  was  found  to  be  high  except  in 
certain  small  shops  that  lacked  equipment  and  facilities  for 
personal  hygiene.  No  trouble  was  encountered  and  all  de¬ 
mands  for  the  installation  of  equipment  and  the  repair  or 
renewal  of  surfaces  were  complied  with  without  prosecutions 
being  necessary. 

IV.  Educational  Activity. 

No  organised  scheme  was  thought  necessary.  All  food 
premises  were  inspected  and  the  opportunity  taken  to  stress 
the  value  of  good  hygiene  to  person  engaged  in  the  trade. 
It  is  thought  that  this  direct  approach  is  of  greater  value  than 
holding  a  senes  of  talks  which  would  be  attended  only  by 
those  persons  sufficiently  interested  to  make  the  eifiort. 

V.  Disposal  of  Condemned  Foodstuffs. 

The  meat  and  meat  products  from  the  two  slaughter¬ 
houses  in  the  district  constitutes  the  bulk  of  this  material 
and  this  is  collected  several  times  weekly  and  transported  to 
a  neighbouring  town  for  processing.  Altogether  condemned 
foodstuffs  (e.g.  tinned  goods)  are  destroyed  locally  by  deep 
tip  burying. 

VI.  No  large  stocks  of  food  were,  inspected  during  the  year. 
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VII.  Icc  Cream  Heat  Treatment  Regulations  1947-52. 

The  number  of  persons  manufacturing  ice  cream  has 
now  fallen  to  one  who  makes  ice  cream  bv  the  hot  mix 
method.  All  other  persons  selling  this  commodity  buy  the 
finished  article  in  brick  or  tinned  bulk  form  from  large  manu¬ 
facturers.  Seventy  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  and 
storage  of  ice  cream  and  108  visits  were  made  in  this  con¬ 
nection. 

Sampling  during  the  year  gave  satisfactory  results. 

VIII.  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  i960. 

A  survey  under  these  Regulations  was  carried  out  during 
the  year  in  all  food  premises  in  the  district  (including  re¬ 
gistered  clubs).  The  standard  generally  was  good  and 
breaches  of  the  regulations  were  dealt  with  informally.  No 
prosecutions  were  necessary.  The  lack  of  suitable  personal 
washing  facilities  was  the  main  omission  requiring  attention. 

Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  Inspecion 

There  are  two  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  district 
which  are  privatetly  owned.  The  Pottery  Road  slaughter¬ 
house  handles  many  thousands  of  animals  a  year  and  is  run 
on  lines  similar  to  a  public  slaughterhouse.  The  small 
slaughterhouse  at  Hensingham  is  used  by  the  licensee  only. 
Both  slaughterhouses  have  a  high  standard  of  practice  and 
the  owners  have  been  co-operative  in  carrying  out  any  works 
deemed  necessary. 

J 

All  animals  slaughtered  were  inspected  before  release 
from  the  premises  and  this  duty  occupied  one  inspector  full 
time.  Hours  of  slaughtering  include  work  on  Sundays  and 
evenings  and,  as  figures  rise  each  year,  the  task  of  inspection 
increases  accordingly.  The  small  amount  of  meat  condemned 
is  an  indication  of  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  unhealthy 
animals  inspected  and  is  largely  due  to  the  remarkable  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  T.B.  eradication  scheme.  It  will  be  noticed  from 
the  following  table  that  no  T.B.  was  discovered  in  bovines. 
In  1952,  ten  years  ago,  15%  of  bovines  were  infected  with  T.B. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  carcases  in¬ 
spected  and  condemned :  — 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle  Sheep 

excluding  and 

Cows  Cows  Calves  Lambs  Pigs  Horses 


Number  killed 

6,165 

2,881 

406 

27,646 

6,527 

Number  inspected 

5,165 

2,881 

406 

27,646 

6,527 

All  Diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci. 

Whole  carcases  condemned  7 

7 

8 

30 

9 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  was  condemned 

1340 

1 

i 

163 

57 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber¬ 
culosis  and  Cys^ercerci  21.96  2.21  0.65  1.01 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcase  condemned  —  —  —  —  — 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 

condemned  —  —  —  39 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

Tuberculosis  —  —  —  J-39 

Cys'.icerccsis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 

condemned  —  —  —  — 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration  —  —  —  — 

Generalised  and  totally 

condemned  —  —  — 


Total  Weight  of  Meat  Condemned,  16  Tons,  1 1  cwt.,  23  Lbs. 
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Other  Articles  of  Food  Surrendered 


Tinned  Meats 
Tinned  Fruits 
Tinned  Vegetables 
Tinned  Fish 
Tinned  Milk 
Tinned  Rice 
Tinned  Soups 
Bacon 
Cereals 
Chocolate 
Flour 
Fish 

Cooked  Ham 

Ice  Cream  Mix 

Jam 

Poultry 

Syrup 

Treacle 


2,452 

1,300 

989 

263 

74 

43 

34 

32 

36 

3 

86 

63 

194 

20 

6 

560 

2 

5 


/  / 


Total  6  162 


WATER  SUPPLY 

I.  Water  is  piped  to  all  parts  of  the  district  from  En- 
nerdale  Lake,  being  pumped  from  the  station  at  Summer- 
grove  to  several  reservoirs  for  distribution.  All  reservoirs 
save  one  are  the  closed  type. 

II.  The  water  is  treated  immediately  it  leaves  the  lake 
for  rectification  of  hardness  and  by  chlorination.  Bacterio¬ 
logical  examinations  of  samples  taken  at  monthly  intervals 
gave  satisfactory  results  as  shown  m  the  table  (see  Appendix). 
The  water  is  an  upland  surface  water  and  is  naturally  soft. 

III.  Plumbo-Solvency.  There  is  no  evidence  of  plumbo- 
solvent  properties. 

IV.  The  gathering  grounds  and  lake  are  reasonably  free 
from  contamination  by  house  drainage  or  other  undesirable 
matter.  A  few  farms  are  sited  on  the'  western  side  of  the  lake 
and  drainage  treatment  is  provided  for,  A  small  hotel  on 
the  lake  side  is  equipped  with  a  sewage  disposal  plant. 


V.  The  number  of  dwellinghouses  supplied  with  water 
was  7,883  and  the  population  27,610. 

Sewerage :  The  district  is  fully  sewered  except  for  the 
village  of  Sandwith.  The  entire  sewage  from  the  district  is 
discharged  untreated  to  the  sea,  outfalls  being  sited  about 
low  water  mark  (O.S.T.)  on  the  coast  to  the  south  of  the 
harbour.  This  part  of  the  coast  is  much  polluted  with  in¬ 
dustrial  wastes  of  various  kinds  and  fortunately  is  little  fre¬ 
quented.  The  discharge  of  sewage  and  wastes  to  the  sea  in 
this  manner  is  thoroughly  objectionable;  the  practice,  being 
cheap,  is  indulged  in  all  too  often. 

Section  C. 

I.  Factories  Act,  1937-59- 

A  table  is  appended  showing  factories  in  the  district  and 
inspections  carried  out. 

II.  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1 95 1 . 

There  are  two  premises  licensed  under  this  Act;  one  is 
a  modern  factory  which  produces  fillings  for  the  upholstery 
trade  from  animal  hair,  and  the  other  consists  of  a  store  for 
materials. 

No  nuisance  arose  and  the  conditions  were  satisfactory, 
much  improvement  having  been  made  over  the  years  in  the 
dustless  handling  of  material. 

III.  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

Two  small  shops  are  licensed  annually  for  the  sale  of  pets. 
The  trade  is  confined  to  a  few  birds  and  gold  fish  and  was 
carried  on  satisfactorily. 

IV.  Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  three  premises  re 
but  only  two  were  operated  during  the  year,  viz  :  a  rag  and 
bone  dealer  and  a  tripe  and  gut  preparer.  No  nuisances 
arose  and  the  operations  were  conducted  satisfactorily. 


gistered  as  offensive  trades 
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V.  Rodent  Control. 

No  major  infestation  of  rats  or  mice  was  discovered 
during  the  year.  Of  the  reported  cases  all  were  very  small 
infestations  and  treatment  was  carried  out  successfullv. 
Private  dwellings  are  treated  without  charge  and  business 
premises  are  charged  a  small  fee  to  cover  costs  only.  The 
sewers  of  the  town  and  the  refuse  tip  were  treated  at  regular 
intervals  and  the  evidence  shows  that  the  rat  population  is 
small. 

VI.  Smoke  Abatement  and  Atmospheric  Pollution. 

Little  change  can  be  reported  in  the  field  of  smoke 
abatement.  The  dock  area,  where  improvements  to  the  stack 
emissions  from  the  public  baths  and  one  factory  were  made 
last  year,  continued  to  give  trouble  from  smoke  emissions 
from  shunting  locomotives  and  steamers  preparing  for  sea. 
Informal  attempts  to  have  these  two  troublesome  sources  of 
pollution  reduced  have  not  met  with  any  success;  both  are 
technically  difficult  to  deal  with  and  in  the  case  of  steamships 
the  prescribed  periods  for  lawful  emissions  must  be  accepted. 

Domestic  smoke  is  much  reduced  compared  with  prev¬ 
ious  years,  due  largely  to  a  reduction  in  housing  congestion 
in  the  town  and  the  greater  use  of  alternative  heating  methods. 
Nevertheless,  too  much  domestic  smoke  prevails  and  greater 
attention  should  be  given  to  the  type  of  firegrates  installed  in 
in  new  property. 

Pollution  of  the  atmosphere  from  emissions  other  than 
smoke  is  limited  to  a  large  chemical  plant  situated  (unfortun¬ 
ately  on  the  windward  side  of  the  district.  Negotiations 
with  the  company  took  place  on  numerous  occasions  and 
every  effort  made  to  reduce  emissions.  It  is  only  fair  to  say 
that  the  company  is  very  much  aware  of  the  position  and  has 
spared  neither  effort  nor  expense  m  attempting  to  surmount 
the  technical  difficulties  of  operating  a  chemical  factory  with¬ 
out  nuisance. 


28 


VII.  Collection  and  disposal  of  Refuse. 

This  service  is  carried  out  by  the  Borough  Engineer  s 
department  and  all  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping  in  a  large 
disused  cjuarrv.  As  in  every  other  district  in  the  country, 
this  service  is  fraught  with  thorny  problems. 


VIII.  Disinfections  and  Verminous  Premises. 

No  disinfections  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Disinfestation  of  premises  due  to  bugs  is  now  rare  and 
only  two  cases  were  treated.  Trouble  with  flies,  cockroaches, 
ants,  continued  to  occur  and  treatment  was  carried  out  with 
modern  insecticides.  No  cases  of  fleas  were  encountered  and 
this  once  troublesome  pest  seems  to  have  succumbed  to  the 
general  use  of  the  vaccum  cleaner. 

IX.  Public  Swimming  Baths. 

The  Corporation  owned  public  baths  continued  in 
regular  use  and  the  high  standard  of  hygiene  was  maintained. 

Chlorinated  water  is  taken  from  the  town  mains  and 
filtration  by  modern  sand  filters,  continues,  continuous  cir¬ 
culation  and  a  four  hourly  change  period  maintains1  the  water 
in  good  condition.  Visual  testing  for  pH  value  and  free 
chlorine  is  canned  out  by  the  baths  staff  several  times  a  day 
and  bacteriological  sampling  by  this  department  is  an  extra 
safeguard.  The  results  of  this  sampling,  which  satisfy  the 
standards  recommended  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service,  are  shown  in  the  appendix. 


I  am, 


Yours  faithfully, 

ARTHUR  A.  BELDON 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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APPENDIX 


WATER  ANALYSIS 
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SWIMMING  BATHS  WATER  ANALYSIS 
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ot  20  °C.  Chlorine  dose  might 
be  increased  with  advantage. 


Public  Analyst’ s  Laboratory, 
Flag  Lane, 

WARRINGTON. 

28th  December,  1962 

To:  A.  A.  Beldon,  Esq., 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 

53,  Duke  Street, 

WHITEHAVEN. 

REPORT  upon  the  analysis  of  one  sample  of  water, 

received  on  17th  December,  1962. 

Sample  Marked: — Routine-annual.  Ennerdale  Lake 

(Direct).  From  lake  before  chlorination. 
13. 12.62. 


Analysis. 

Appearance 

Odour 

Reaction,  pH 


Clear  and  coloumes* 

nil. 

6.4 

— oarts  per  million- 
56 
0.0 

Less  than  0.01 
nil. 

1.0 


Total  solids 

Nitrogen  as  free  and.  saline  ammonia 

Nitrogen  as  albuminoid  ammonia 

Nitrogen  as  nitrites 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates 

Chlorides,  as  Cl.  . 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate 
in  4  hours  at  27  °C. 

Total  hardness 
Temporary  hardness 
Permanent  hardness 
Alkalinity 
Free  Chlorine 
Potassium,  as  K 
Anionic  synthetic  detergents 
Manganese,  as  Mn. 

Cyanides  and  thiocyanates 
Poisonous  metals 
Opinion. 

The  water  is  acid  and  has  corrosive  properties,  but  it  is 
organically  satisfactory.  The  bacteriological  examination  in¬ 
dicates  that  chlorination  is  necessary  before  the  water  is  used 
for  public  supply. 

for  RUDDOCK  &  SHERRATT. 
signed:  J.  Graham  Sherratt. 


8 

0.5 

16 

6 

10 

6 

nil. 

nil 


nil. 


Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
in  respect  of  the  Year  1962 

for  the 

Borough  of  Whitehaven 

in  the 

County  of  Cumberland 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 


PART  1  OF  THE  ACT. 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number  of  Occupiers 

Premises 

No.  on 

Inspec- 

W  ritten 

Prose- 

Register 

tions 

notices 

cuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Author¬ 
ities 

a 

48 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Auth 
ority 

86 

71 

(iii) 

Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers'  prem- 

ises) 

12 

12 

— 

— 

Total 

109 

131 

— 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS 

were 

found. 

Number  of  < 

cases  in 

which 

Defects  we:  e  found 

number 

of  cases 

in  which 

referred 

prose- 

to  H.M. 

by  H.M, 

cutions 

Particulars 

Reme- 

In- 

In- 

were  in- 

Found 

died 

spector 

spector 

stituted 

(1)  (2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want 

of  cleanliness  (S.l)  — 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  ...  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  — 

— 

1 — 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  — 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

— 

— 

— 

floors  (S.6)  ...  ...  — 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient  ...  1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  3 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  — 

3 

— 

I 

— 

Other 

offences  aganst  the 

Act 

(not  including  offences 

relating  to  Out  Work)  — 

— 

— * 

— 

— 

Total  4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

36 


PART  VIII.  OF  THE  ACT, 


OUTWORK 

(Sections  133  and  134). 


Section  133 

Section  134 

No.  of 

out- 

No.  of 

Workers 

cases 

No.  of 

in 

of 

prose- 

No.  of 

August 

default 

cutions  instances 

list 

in 

for 

of  work 

Nature  required 

sending 

failure 

in 

of  by 

lists 

to 

unwhole 

W  ork  Section 

to  the 

supply  some 

Notices 

Prose- 

110(1)  (c) 

Council  lists 

premises 

served 

cution 

(1)  (2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wear  (Making 
apparel  etc.)  3 

Cleaning  and  wash- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ing  Household  linen  — 
Lace,  lace  curtains 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

and  nets  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Curtains  and 
furniture  hangings  — 

Furniture  and 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Upholstery  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Electro-plating  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

File  Making  — 

Brass  and  brass 

— 

- - 

•  — 

— 

— 

articles  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fur  pulling  — 

Iron  and  Sleel 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

cables  and  chains  — 

— 

' — 

— 

— 

— 

Iron  and  Steel  An¬ 
chors  and  grapnels  — 

_ 

. _ 

— 

— 

— 

Cart  gear  — 

Locks,  latches 

’  ■ 

and  keys  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Umbrellas  etc.  — 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

Artificial  flowers  — 

Nets,  other  than 

■ 

"  ■ 

wire  nets  — 

- - 

" 1 
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PART  VIII.  OF  THE  ACT 


OUTWORK 

(Sections  133  and  134). 


Section  133  Section  134 


No.  of 

out- 

No.  of 

Workers 

cases  No.  of 

in 

of  prose- 

No.  of 

August 

default  cutions  instances 

list 

in  for 

of  work 

Nature 

required 

sending  failure 

in 

of 

by 

lists  to 

unwhole 

Work 

Section 

to  the  supply  some 

Notices 

Prcse- 

110(1)  (c) 

Council  lists 

premises 

served 

cution 

(1) 

(2) 

(3)  (4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Tents 

_  _ 

_ _ 

_ 

_ 

Sacks 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

Racquet  and 

tennis  balls 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

Paper  bags 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

The  making  of 

boxes  or  other 

receptacles  or  parts 

thereof  made  wholly 

or  partially  of  paper  — 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

Brush  making 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

- — 

Pea  picking 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

Feather  sorting 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

Carding  etc.,  of 

buttons,  etc. 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

Stuffed  toys 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

Basket  making 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

Chocolates  and 

sweetmeats 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

Cosaques,  Chrisl 

mas  stockings, 

etc.  — 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

Textile  weaving 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

Lampshades 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

Total  3 
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GEORGE  TODD  &  SON 
PRINTERS 


WHITEHAVEN 


